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HE said / SHE said

Dan McClorey
Afew things I learned at Fairfield
U.
First, I learned I can't dance.
The Irish are known for their many
strengths, such as beer drinking ability,
whiskey drinking ability, scotch drinking
ability, and of course good looks, Unfortunately, they are cursed with terrible
rhythm. The Fairfield bar scene really
slammed home the inadequacies oij
my dancing abilities.
Fairfield also taught me that
.a student can successfully make
it through four years of college
without actually ever buying a book. Since I haven't
bought a single book in the
previous six semesters of
college, I think it's perfectly plausible that there
is another visionary like
myself out there that has
achieved eight book-free
semesters. Of course, they may
only technically be a second
semester junior after eight book-free semesters of work, but even still, I'll applaud
their effort.
I also learned about a wretched liquid
concoction oalled a mind-eraser at FU,
thanks to everyone's favorite watering
hole (Though I may choose an alternative
word than watering), The Grape. There are
a lot of drinks out there with weird names,
like the "Sea-Breeze" or the "Fuzzy-Navel" that leave you pondering the derivation of the drink's name. The mind eraser
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Learned Things
leaves no doubt to its evil intentions; it is
the T-1000 of brain cell killers. Twelve
rounds with a coked-out Mike Tyson in
his prime wouldn't leave a person with the
brain damage that these drinks are capable
of causing, which I realize for some of you
readers, constitutes a challenge and not a
warning. If this is true, set up two mind
eraser, and I'll meet you at the Grape.
Speaking of alcohol, Fairfield
taught me that I wasn'4 quite the superstar drinker I previously believed. In
high school, I used to brag that I never
puked while drinking. Boy, did that
/ , change Freshmen year, most
- memorably during a case race
in which I withdrew roughly
half a gallon of beer and a
Barone fish dinner from my
stomach and deposited said
withdrawal onto Derek Plescia
| and Trevor Doe's carpet. When
the carpet looked like it had
enough, I decided to continue
depositing funds into Mr. Doe's
shoes, which knowing him, he probably
still wears.
And finally, I learned the following toast from a drunk Irishman (Brian
Noonan), a drunk half Irishman (Dave
Frattura), a drunk guido (Matt Fiasconaro),
and a drunk wop (Wop): "There are tall
ships, and small ships, and ships that sail
the sea; but the best ships, are friendships,
so cheers to you and me".
Cheers to the Senior class. Enjoy the
last few days at Camp Fairfield.

What did I learn at Fairfield University? Life, love, relationships,
academwia - I've pretty much
mastered it all here at FU. Okay fine, probably "mastered" could be the wrong word,
but I've certainly learned a lot here worth
discussing with all of you.
Life: here at Fairfield I leaned that when
life gives you lemons you have to make
lemonade. For example, that time 1 had
a bunch of finals on my 21st birthday
and the day after - I literally stayed
home and made lemonade. Yes,
technically speaking, my poor performance on my finals pulled most
of my grades down 2 or 3 letter
grades, but that was some of
the best hard lemonade I've
tasted to this day. Cool and
refreshing, not too sweet,
not too sour - just right.
Yes, I've pretty much mastered the science of making I
perfect hard lemonade here
Thanks, Fairfield University.
Friendlationships: the
word I created here at Fairfield for making
friends. I've made wonderful friends here
at Fairfield. Unfortunately, it would be
absolutely impossible for me to maintain
a close friendlationship with all of these
people after graduation. So I sat down last
week and graded you all on a scale of 1 to 10,
10 being the best, and I've decided to only
stay friends with people I graded 8 or higher.
These people were informed via e-mail last
week, so if you didn't get an e-mail from me
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Meg Donlon
then see you alumni weekend I guess - and
no, Meg Mahon, I didn't forget to send you
an e-mail.
Academia: contrary to what you might
think if you looked at my "GPA" or "Degree
Evaluation" or "talked to my teachers" I'm
extremely intelligent. A lot of times I think
people (including teachers) get caught up in
my "cool factor" and maybe tend to underestimate my "intelligence" the slightest
bit and thus maybe some of these more
"formal documents" might not really
represent how "smart" I am and maybe
be making it more difficult for me to
maybe get a "job"....umm, but yes,
I'm wicked smart.
Love: a lot of people might
look at me and say, "Hey, Single
Sally - you don't look so successful at love." After I "kick
those people in the shins and
tell them to shut up, I politely
explain to them that I've actually been quite successful in
love. Loving and learning go
hand and hand and learning means
messing up and making mistakes and getting
knocked down and getting back up again.
Maybe it didn't work out with me and Brian
or Evan or Dan or Jamal or Sanjaya - but
that doesn't mean it's not going to happen
for me. I've read enough Nicholas Sparks
books to know that if I'm patient (or move
to North Carolina) I will find love.'
It wasn't over for me Fairfield -1 wish
I knew how to quit you. You'll be missed.
Thanks and GO STAGS!

The 2007-08 Mirror editorial staff wishes Ben, Mari, Alex, Meg, Sean,
Dan, N.P.O., Tim and all the seniors, the best of luck in the future!
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A Look Back At Campus Issues
From Our Four Years At Fairfield
Fr. Kelley retires as President
Fairfield students probably hadn't fully realized the contribution of the school's
longest-reigning president, Rev. Aloysius P. Kelley, S.J., until he announced his retirement rather suddenly in October of 2003 after 25 years of service.
The Mirror chronicled Fairfield's mixed reaction to the news in the October 9,
2003 issue, when one student said "The president has done great things for the
school; too bad I've only seen him in person twice."
Despite Kelley's notorious behind-the-scenes approach, it's difficult to go someplace on campus without feeling his influence. The Quick Center, Egan Chapel,
Walsh Athletic Center, Apartment Village, Dolan School of Business, Townhouse
Complex, DiMenna-Nyselius Library, Barone'Campus Center, Bannow Science
Center and several other buildings were either built, modified, or improved during his tenure.
On top of the many physical changes at Fairfield, the university was accepted
into Phi Beta Kappa and SAT scores increased from an average of 1065 to
1197. Also, the school's endowment increased from $2 million to $131 million
during Kelley's tenure.
Following the announcement, the big question on everyone's mind was
brought to light in the article by Mary Albertson '06 when she said "I'm anxious
to see who replaces him."
Her question would be answered several months later when Fairfield's
Board of Trustees announced that Rev. Jeffrey P. von Arx, S.J., a seasoned
college administrator with experience at Fordham and Georgetown, would
be stepping into Kelley's shoes.
--Ryan Blair

NCAA investigation ends well
The cloud hanging over Fairfield's men's basketball team and the entire athletics department at large for nearly 16 months was lifted when an investigation into NCAA violations
came up without finding any major offenses.
The investigation began when several players who recently graduated aired their
complaints to the Connecticut Post in an early Aug. 2003 article. They charged the
basketball staff with helping to falsify drug tests, committing academic dishonesty and
providing cash handouts to players.
The extensive review of the program ended with the discovery of only a few secondary violations, which is not uncommon when such a thorough examination is made.
These violations resulted in just a few light sanctions against the tearrT.
"We are pleased that this is over," said men's basketball Head Coach Tim O'Toole.
"We are looking forward to the rest of our season."
Despite the team's ultimate exoneration from all charges, they underperformed
during the season and got eliminated in the MAAC tournament semifinals.
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200 Nights cancelled
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This year another blow was made to the ever-shrinking list
of senior traditions: the cancellation of 200 Nights.
In years past, 200 Nights was an annual school-sponsored
event for seniors to celebrate the countdown until graduation. However, the heavy drinking that was involved provoked administration
to pull the plug on this once eagerly-anticipated party, ensuring that
200 Nights will join ranks of Clam Jam, Keg Races, and Mock-Wedding as mere memories of Fairfield's distant glory days.
One senior Ashlee Fox, decided to step up and take on the
task of planning replacement event which she called 100 Nights.
Fox was responsible for coordinating this entire night without any
Fairfield Univeristy resources, even stagweb e-mails were out of the
question. The alternative party was held at The Loft, in South Norwalk
and was considered a success by most who attended. The only complaints came from seniors who were not aware of the details of event,
which they blamed on lack of publicity. Never the less, students pulled
together to preserve a dherished tradition; a sign of hope for senior
classes to come.
--Christina Stoddard
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O'Toole Steps Down,
Cooley Steps Up
Wt-rif'*'

ISSISOJ*
:—■—

23*°*w

/am»-.

On March 3, the Fairfield basketball team lost to Niagara, ending a disappointing season
with a 9-19 record. But the loss wasn't nearly as significant as what took place at the post-game
news conference: Stags Head Coach Tim O'Toole announced that he and his staff wouldn't be back
for another year, ending an eight-year tenure without a MAAC championship.
Within hours of the announcement, the speculation about O'Toole's successor began. Newspaper
articles, talk radio shows and internet message boards were abuzz with names of the men pundits
and fans thought would be the new face of the University. Then, on April 11, the speculation officially
ended when Ed Cooley, a former Boston College assistant, was introduced as the eleventh men's
basketball coach in school history, and the first black man to hold that job. His impact may not be truly
felt until the class of 2010, or a class further into the future, prepares to graduate. But Fairfield has a
new face leading the way, and a fresh start in 2007.
- Ben Doody

Mirror Orientation Issue Censored
During Orientation Weekend for the class of 2010, all of copies of The Mirror's orientation edition were pulled from the stacks, the first act of administration censorship in the
publication's 31-year history
Deirdre Eller, the former director of new student programs, asked members of the Orientation Board to remove the issues of The Mirror from the stands, according to Matt Dinnan,
the associate dean of student activities.
Dinnan said Eller was responsible for the orientation program and must have deemed some
of the material inappropriate for her to take that action.
The content in question appeared in Andrew Chapin's ('09) column and the "He'said/ She said"
section of the issue, according to Vice President of Student Affairs Mark Reed.
Reed is the only'administrator who can authorize the pulling of an issue of The Mirror and said
the student newspaper is granted full control of its content.
"While I would not rule out the possibility of pulling an issue, the circumstances would have to be
rather severe to cause me to make such a decision," said Reed.
"The action taken by Dierdre was rash, unfounded, and wholly unprecedented," said Ryan Blair, the
Editor in Chief of the publication at the time. "It was an assault on the opinions of students and on the notion of a free and independent press."
Hutch Williams '08, the FUSA President at the time and for the coming year, said he was "in the zone"
during orientation and didn't realize the issues were pulled at the time, but figured administrators had made
the decision for a reason.
-Christina Stoddard
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Housing Changes Planned
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At the beginning of the Spring 2006 semester, Vice President for Student Affairs Mark Reed
announced that the University was planning sweeping housing changes that would dramatically
alter living arrangements for upperclassmen and call for the building of a new Jesuit residence.
Since current campus housing struggles to support the volume of undergraduates enrolled at
the University, plans are in the works to create garden-level apartments in the townhouse complex,
■ renovate St. Ignatius Hall as a new living area for juniors and seniors, and build a Fairfield Jesuit
Community Center near Bellarmine Hall, Reed said.
'The scope of these projects allows for the timely and efficient increase in housing for students
on campus," Reed said, citing that 30 to 40 percent of the freshman class was living in converted
triples.
The project was scheduled to be completed in time for the start of the 2008-09 academic year.
According to Vice President for Finance and Treasurer Bill Lucas, the total cost for all three projects,
in addition to renovations of Dolan Hall and upper level townhouses, will be approximately $40 to $50
million
-Stephanie Lauto

A Legend Leaves, A Defending Champ Arrives
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After 28 years coaching the women's basketball team, Dianne Nolan decided it was time to step down in March. Following a 15-15
season and a disappointing 56-55 loss in the MAAC quarterfinals to Siena, Nolan resigned. She left Fairfield with a 456-359 record and
as the only Division I coach in school history.
Nolan said that she felt that it was time to move on and that her "baby" would be able to go on without her. No other Fairfield
employee ever worked at the university longer than Nolan did. She was a five-time MAAC Coach of the Year and led the Stags to
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four NCAA tournament berths.
The resignation of Nolan left Athletic Director Gene Doris with the difficult task of replacing an icon. After a little less than a
month of searching, Fairfield named former Southern Connecticut State University coach Joe Frager as Nolan's replacement.
Frager led SCSU to a 189-83 record in nine years as head coach. In 2006-07 he led the Owls to their first Division II National
Championship, with a 34-2 record. Frager was also a successful high school coach in Connecticut, leading the Seymour High
School team to a 208-58 record over 11 seasons there, including three state championships.
"There is a strong desire to win here, I sensed that from the very moment I stepped on campus," Frager said. "And if I did
not believe that there was a commitment to excellence here from top to bottom, then I would not be standing here today."
Frager will look to take an already talented team and continue to find success, as he has at every other coaching
position he has held.
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"When you leave here, don't
forget why you came." Adlai Stevenson.
Thank you Fairfield. It's
been a blast.
-Ben

QHBH
G33E7 GElD GaJOSGGb
Q3%BxaaB(nnEEfeg

<3>C3ED8

MAY

10, 2007

SENIOR ISSUE

irror

And if you never stop when
you wave goodbye
You just might find if you
give it time
you will hello again.
-John Mayer
Bye Fairfield!
Love, Tourney
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Cheers to a great year!
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